
Poverty: why is 
this a problem??
BY: 



What is 
Poverty?

 Poverty is a state of being 

extremely poor. People in poverty 

lack the resources needed for life, 

such as food, clean water, shelter, 

and clothing. Most people have 

little to no money, and most likely 

have no house to stay in. They 

often don’t eat for days, maybe 

even weeks.



Two Types of poverty 

Relative Poverty 

 Relative poverty refers to the 
people whose incomes fall 
below a certain percentage-
typically 50% of the country 
median (average) income. The 
median income can vary as a 
result of economic growth.

Absolute Poverty

 Absolute Poverty refers to the 
people whose incomes fall 
below a set baseline given by 
the country. People who are 
below this line are unable to 
meet their needs for food, 
clean water and shelter. (The 
needs for life)



The History of Poverty

 Poverty has been a problem for years, because 

of course, people have lived in poverty even 

before America was founded. But poverty 

became a big problem in 1981, when 44% of 

the world was living in poverty. Even though 

this issue became this big of a problem, it 

started to decrease very quickly since then.



Poverty in 
Scotland

https://www.youtube.c
om/watch?v=gS0J04Y
AZU4

The graph shows the 
amount (in 
percentages) of 
people that are not 
in poverty.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gS0J04YAZU4


What Are some programs that are in place to help 
solve poverty?

There are multiple programs set for 
Poverty in America

1) The SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Programs)

2) Medicaid

3)The SSI (Supplemental Security 
Income) 



Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Programs(or SNAP)
The Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program, also known as 
SNAP, is a program that was put in 
place to help individuals and 
families with poverty. They provide 
benefits to low-income individuals 
and families with an Electronic 
Benefits Transfer Card. The 
Transfer Card is used as a debit 
card that allows the people to buy 
food in authorized retail food 
stores.



Medicaid

Medicaid is a federal and 

state program that helps with 

medical cost for people with 

limited income. Medicaid also 

provides some things that 

Medicare doesn’t such as, 

nursing home care, and 

personal care services.



The Supplemental 
Security Income 
(SSI)
The Supplemental Security 
Income, also known as SSI, is a 
program that provides monthly 
cash assistance to people who have 
little income and few assets. In 
December 2013, nearly 8.4 million 
people collected SSI benefit. The 
monthly amount they provide for 
one individual is $721 and $1,082 for 
a couple. 



What steps have already been 
taken in solving poverty?

The government has set up a few things to 

solve poverty. Those things are things like, 

making more jobs, raising the minimum wage, 

increasing the earned income tax credit for 

childless workers, supporting pay equity, 

providing paid leave and sick days, establishing 

work schedules that work, expanding Medicaid, 

and reforming criminal justice system and enact 

policies that support successful re-entry.



Short-term 
plan

 For a short-term plan we want to get people 
to donate money, so we can use the money that 
is donated and buy the necessities for the 
people in poverty.

 1) Find 2 communities that are in poverty.

 2) Set up a GoFundMe for poverty

 3) Get people to donate money to the 
GoFundMe

 4) After 4 weeks, collect all the money from 
the donations

 5) separate the money for the  2 communities

 6) Use the money collected to buy food, clean 
water, clean clothes, and clean blankets.

 7) Go to the communities and give them all 
the stuff we bought.

Getting People to 
donate Money



Long-term 
plan

For a long-term plan we want to make free higher education, that 
would mean that we would make free colleges, such as technical 
college.

To make a technical college, your steps would go like this:

1) You’d first have to find a location, find out where you want 
it to be so it is easily accessible to the people you are aiming 
for, so for us, it would be people in poverty.

2) Get people to donate money, you need money to pay for 
what you need to build a school, and for the funding.

3) Figure out a layout for the building, what’s it shape, where 
do you want specific classes.

4) What do you want to teach, maybe business, art, math, 
science, what degrees will you be providing as options?

5) Build the building you previously planned

6) Get supplies for the classrooms, you need tables, paper, 
pencils, if you teach art, get art supplies.

7) You need to find teachers who can volunteer to help, if you 
don’t have teachers, who is going to teach the students.

8) Have a successful year ☺

Create Free 
Higher 
Education(Colleg
e)



Our Resources

 https://www.cnn.com/2020/02/17/opinions/poor-low-income-voting-bloc-

 https://www.povertyusa.org/facts2020-barber-theoharis/index.html

 https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2020-02-20/poverty-is-all-about-personal-stress-not-laziness

 https://time.com/5770133/child-poverty-america/

 https://www.usnews.com/topics/subjects/poverty

 https://blockclubchicago.org/2020/02/17/poverty-is-killing-us-all-of-us-lightfoot-pledges-to-end-
generational-poverty/

 https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/poverty/news/2014/09/17/97287/the-top-10-solutions-to-cut-poverty-
and-grow-the-middle-class/

 https://www.worldvision.ca/stories/child-sponsorship/what-is-poverty

 https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007/978-1-4020-9160-5_178

 https://www.intelligenteconomist.com/relative-poverty/

 https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-
51384174?intlink_from_url=https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/c347895qxj8t/poverty&link_location=live-reporting-
story

 https://washingtonmonthly.com/2016/09/15/which-federal-programs-best-reduce-poverty/

https://www.cnn.com/2020/02/17/opinions/poor-low-income-voting-bloc-
https://www.povertyusa.org/facts2020-barber-theoharis/index.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2020-02-20/poverty-is-all-about-personal-stress-not-laziness
https://time.com/5770133/child-poverty-america/
https://www.usnews.com/topics/subjects/poverty
https://blockclubchicago.org/2020/02/17/poverty-is-killing-us-all-of-us-lightfoot-pledges-to-end-generational-poverty/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/poverty/news/2014/09/17/97287/the-top-10-solutions-to-cut-poverty-and-grow-the-middle-class/
https://www.worldvision.ca/stories/child-sponsorship/what-is-poverty
https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007/978-1-4020-9160-5_178
https://www.intelligenteconomist.com/relative-poverty/
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-51384174?intlink_from_url=https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/c347895qxj8t/poverty&link_location=live-reporting-story
https://washingtonmonthly.com/2016/09/15/which-federal-programs-best-reduce-poverty/



